UM receives $1 million for new stadium by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
8-15-1985 
UM receives $1 million for new stadium 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM receives $1 million for new stadium" 
(1985). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 9594. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/9594 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
(893 of Montana
Office of University Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
M ED IA  R E L E A S E
brown/cb 
August 15, 1985 
dailies 
stadver2.r1
UM RECEIVES $1 MILLION 
FOR NEW STADIUM
MISSOULA—
Missoula businessman Dennis R. Washington has made a $1 million gift to 
the University of Montana Foundation for the University's planned football 
stadium. The stadium will be named Washington-Grizzly Stadium.
The gift, the largest corporate contribution in Montana history, was 
announced Wednesday evening by UM President Neil Bucklew, UM Foundation Board 
Chairman Nels Turnquist and Washington at a reception for UM alumni, friends 
and donors.
"The name is appropriate," said Bucklew, " because it recognizes the 
substantial contribution of the Washington Corporations and its employees and 
links them to the UM athletic tradition."
Washington, a 1952 graduate of Missoula County High School, is the sole 
owner and president of Washington Corporations, parent firm to six companies in 
the mining, construction and heavy equipment businesses. The Washington 
organization grosses more than $100 million annually and ranks among the top 
25 such companies in the country. Of the firm's 1,200 employees, 130 work in 
Missoula.
The gift will be a combination of cash and in-kind services. One of 
Washington's companies, Washington Construction, will act as general contractor
over
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for the $2.9-mi 11 ion stadium project.
UM's new stadium will be built on campus near the mouth of Hellgate 
Canyon. It will replace the aging Dornblaser Stadium, built 16 years ago 
as a temporary facility a mile and a half from the campus.
"I don't think Dornblaser is the stadium we deserve in Montana and at 
the University," said Washington, who admits he only goes to one or two 
football games a year.
Designed by Missoula architect Jerry Balias of Fox Balias & Barrow 
Associates, the new stadium will initially seat 14,000. Ground breaking is 
scheduled for fall.
The stadium will be built entirely with private funds raised by the UM 
Foundation as part of the $6-million University of Montana Campaign. The 
Washington gift brings the total raised since the Campaign began last year to 
more than $5 million.
Speaking for the UM Foundation, Turnquist said, "I'm confident the 
Washington gift will provide the momentum we need to complete fund-raising for 
the stadium."
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